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for houses and even roads had been swept away by
its violence. In spite of the inauspicious circum-
stances of the arrival the citizens of Nassau turned
out to give the great Imperialist a fitting welcome.
Austen Chamberlain who, jointly with Neville, had
been welcomed on their prospecting trip three years
earlier with a ball given in their honour, was now
known on the Island simply as the ''boss's brother."
Notwithstanding the warmth of the welcome of
Nassau the Chamberlains were naturally anxious to
press on to Andros so that they could satisfy them-
selves as to the condition of the estate. They were
fortunate: the hurricane which had done so much
damage at sea and in Nassau had left little mark on
the plantation. Joseph Chamberlain and Austen
stayed for a short while and returned well satisfied
with the prospects of the venture.

And, to all outward seeming, well they might be.
Six thousand acres on the island had been cleared
and planted. Neville Chamberlain had made a
journey to Cuba in order to study light railways, as a
result of which he had been able to supervise the
laying down of a railway track on the Island. The
organization too had greatly expanded, and by 1894
he was employing four white men and no fewer than
eight hundred negroes on the plantation. The aggre-
gation of labour, of course, entailed problems of
commissariat. In the early days Neville Chamberlain
had to supervise the building of a store to supply the
wants of the men on his pay roll. This store was
opened after the day's work was finished, and
Chamberlain himself used to take up his position
behind the counter and serve his customer employees.
As the amount of labour employed increased and
with it proportionately the volume of business done
in the store, it became necessary to find a manager
for it, and after two years of Mr. Chamberlain's